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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS------------ _
101-1210 1 June 1989 Washington D C
THE 1990 FARM BILL. It is my belief that United States agriculture policy
should originate not at a table in a Washington office but down on the farm
and ranch where this nation I s food and fibre are produced. That's where the
action is--and that's where federal farm policy should be tapped.
Last month, the U.S. House Committee on Agriculture and its eight
subcommittees initiated a public hearing schedule which will stretch into early
1990. Our purpose is to travel around the nation and hold Agriculture
Subcommittee meetings in order to hear personal testimony from American farm
and ranch producers about the form and value of the next long-term, five year
agriculture program. The legislation to do this is called THE FARM BILL.
Farm bills in the Congress come once every several years. The current
farm bill was enacted in 1985 and carries us through December 1990. As Chairman
of the House Agriculture Committee, I intend we approve the next farm bill
and have it ready for the President's desk no later than June of 1990 so that
its programs will become effective in a timely manner.
The 1990 farm bill will set national policy for the entire range of
agriculture interests in the U.S. The farm bill will include legislative
revisions in commodity production support, international trade, soil and water
conservation, credit, agricultural research, extension and teaching, animal
and plant health, food and nutrition, and promotion and marketing.
A farm bill is a game plan. It provides formulas for calculating production
with respect to national and international marketing prospects; it authorizes
programs on scientific research to protect animals and plants from injurious
pests and calamities; and it sets goals and objectives for food safety,
sanitation and consumer health. A farm bill provides, in short, a windbreak
to shield the _n and w~n who grow our food and offer it to the cons~r
for one of the lowest prices in the world and with an outstanding level of
quality and safety.
As we move around the country and hold various Agriculture Subcommittee
field hearings, it is my intention that we .cover every major producing region
'------U.s. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515------'
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in the U.S.--and of Course that includes Texas. Last month, the Subcommittee
on Wheat, Soybeans and Feed Grains held a public hearing in Amarillo on drought
conditions affecting Texas agriculture.
to our home state.
We hope to include more such visits
American agriculture is big.
on-farm and ranch production,
It employs 2.8 million people in direct,
with several million people working in
post-production areas of processing, packaging, marketing and transportation.
The farm bill deliberations in Congress always reflect the diversity of U.S.
agriculture. It will be an exciting timp as we chart, plot and move our way
into a future for U. s. farm and ranch producers which we hope remains forever
bright.
if if if
WIC. The term "WIC" denotes a program of the U. S. Department of Agricu I ture
for Women, Infants and Children. It is a feeding program des igned . to ensure
the health of infants, young children and their mothers. Over the course of
the last decade, it has been a tremendous success in improving the health of
newborns. Through WIC, infants can receive formula and some dairy products
which might not otherwise be available to them or their mothers.
This WIC program is the helping and compassionate hand of government
reaching out to those who truly need the occasional assistance. Its goal is
a good one--to protect the health of the children who are the future. Your
Congres,!man has been a traditional supporter of WIC and we will continue to
do so.
if if if
SEAFOOD PRODUCTION is part of American agriculture, too. Tens of thousands
of men and women work the vessels which bring us the fish and shellfish each
day throughout the year. Congress took note of those who plow the seas by
authorizing a Rational Mariti_ Day (Hay 22nd) to acknowledge the role of the
mariner in the U.S.
From the shrimper who works the coastal bays to the Navy Captain steering
his ship across the seas, National Maritime Day is a way of thanking those
who live and labor upon the water and their contributions to American security
through food and protection.
And lest we forget the avid angler--the sport fisherman--the Congress
authorized a Rational Fishing Week to promote the pleasures of recreational
fishing and to highlight its role in the economies of small coastal towns and
connnunities.
National Fishing Week is June 5 to 12, and when the weekend comes what
better time to cast a line off the jetty, pier, or from a canal bank or into
a pond--wherever it is suitable, Go Fishing! It's an American pastime of the
first, best order.
if if if
VISITORS FROM HOME. Mr Preston Henrickson, Mr and Mrs Sergio Shearer--all
of Edinburg; Kevin Billings of Three Rivers; Mr and Mrs Wayne Labar of Harlingen;
Hattie Fojtik of Sinton.
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